R.O.P.E.S. PRESENTATION OUTLINE
SECTION: Conflict Management as a Classroom Management Tool 

UNIT:   Writing Classroom Rules/A Student Bill of Rights 
                        SS-150 and SS-152  (7 - 12) Guide 

OBJECTIVE:  
•  Students will understand the need for authority and rules 
•  Students will develop rules and consequences 

•  Students will analyze the difficulties in writing consequences and enforcement  procedures  
•  Students will develop a school wide student rights and responsibilities 
  

TIME ALLOTTED:  15 minutes 

                                
REVIEW 

Students tend to view rules as negative and punitive.  Rules can be positive and are necessary to maintain order and allow groups of people to successfully interact and accomplish their goals.
OVERVIEW 

Empowering students to write rules for their classroom is a classroom management tool that follows the philosophy of conflict management.  When students write the rules for their classroom they participate in the democratic process.  It allows the students to follow the rules, not because they have to, but because they choose to.

EXERCISE 

Pass out the handout, “Writing Classroom Rules” (K-8) SS 150 - 151.  Discuss how this can be used as a classroom management method.
Pass out the handout, “Student Bill of Rights” (7-12) SS 152.  This is an example of how the students and faculty created a conflict management environment in their elementary school.  
PRESENTATION 
  
•  Describe how this lesson has been used in a classroom 
•  Students usually write the kind of rules that teachers want for their classroom 
•  Rules should be written in positive language---what you want to student to do 

SUMMARY 

Key points to remember: 
•  Rules are necessary to play games 
•  Rules can create a positive atmosphere  
•  Writing rules (laws) and consequences can be difficult 
  
APPLICATION 

How can you apply this at school? 
How can you apple this at home? 
How can you apply this in the community? 
How does this connect to the intent of our school’s plan? 

