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This report fulfills a requirement of the Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003 to collect and publish details of administrative records on sexual violence in juvenile correctional facilities.  The survey covered all state systems and a representative sample of local and private facilities.  More than 2,000 allegations of sexual violence were reported each year in juvenile facilities.

The report contains extensive information.  Below are a few of the major findings.
About 1 in 5 allegations of sexual violence were substantiated

Allegations of sexual violence were classified as—

· substantiated, if they were determined to have occurred

· unsubstantiated, if the evidence was insufficient to make a final determination that they occurred

· unfounded, if they were determined not to have occurred

· investigation ongoing, if a final determination had not been made at the time of the data collection.

Upon completion of an investigation, 38% of youth-on-youth and 46% of staff-on-youth allegations of sexual violence were determined to have been unfounded (table 3).

Another 40% of the youth-on-youth allegations and 35% of the staff-on-youth allegations were unsubstantiated. A total of 21% of youth-on-youth allegations and 18% of the staff-on-youth allegations were substantiated.

Overall, there were 732 substantiated incidents of youth sexual violence in juvenile facilities (table 4). An estimated 437 incidents involved youth-on-youth and 295 involved staff-on-youth.
The rates of substantiated incidents of sexual violence were higher in juvenile facilities than in adult prisons and jails. In 2005 and 2006, juvenile administrators reported 3.0 substantiated incidents per 1,000 youth. This rate was higher than the number reported in publicly operated local jails (0.52 substantiated incidents per 1,000 inmates) and state prisons (0.46 per 1,000) during 2006. In part, these differences may reflect the impact of state and local laws that specify that all sexual acts involving youth below certain ages are nonconsensual. In every state, facility staff and administrators are also required by law to record all allegations and report them to law enforcement authorities and to child protective services. Differences between rates of sexual victimization in adult and juvenile facilities may largely be the result of more complete reporting of incidents and more thorough investigations when incidents of sexual violence involve youth.

See Sexual Violence Reported by Correctional Authorities, 2006 (NCJ218914) 
	Table 5.  Substantiated incidents of sexual violence in state juvenile systems and local or private juvenile facilities by type of incident, 2005-06

	
	All facilities
	State juvenile systems
	Local/private juvenile facilities

	Number of incidents
	660
	271
	389

	Youth-on-youth
Voluntary sexual act a
	22%
	26%
	19%

	
Abusive sexual contact b
	21%
	23%
	20%

	
Nonconsensual sexual act
	21%
	17%
	23%

	Staff-on-youth

	
Sexual misconduct
	28%
	28%
	29%

	
Sexual harassment
	8%
	7%
	10%

	a Includes all incidents involving voluntary sexual contact between youth.

b Includes all incidents between youth involving unwanted touching for sexual gratification


	Table 6.  Characteristics of victims of substantiated incidents in state juvenile systems and local or private juvenile facilities y type of violence, 2005-06

	
	
	Facility Type
	Type of Violence

	
	All Facilities
	State juvenile systems
	Local/ private juvenile facilities
	Youth-on-youth
	Staff-on-youth

	Number of victims
	730
	293
	437
	458
	272

	Gender

	Male
	64%
	73%
	58%
	73%
	49%

	Female
	36%
	27%
	42%
	27%
	51%

	Age

	12 or younger
	9%
	2%
	13%
	13%
	2%

	13-15
	34%
	34%
	34%
	46%
	14%

	16-17
	46%
	42%
	48%
	34%
	65%

	18-19
	9%
	17%
	4%
	5%
	16%

	20 or older
	3%
	4%
	2%
	2%
	3%

	Race/Hispanic origin

	White a
	54%
	55%
	53%
	59%
	46%

	Black a
	33%
	31%
	34%
	26%
	45%

	Hispanic
	11%
	11%
	11%
	13%
	7%

	Other a,b
	2%
	3%
	1%
	2%
	2%

	Note:  Detail may not sum to 100% due to rounding.

a Excludes victims of Hispanic/Latino origin.

b Includes American Indians, Alaska Natives, Asians, Native Hawaiians, other Pacific Islanders, and persons identifying two or more races.


Most sexual violence occurred outside the victim’s room and in the evening

More than 60% of victims reported that sexual violence occurred in a location other than their room or dormitory. A quarter of incidents took place in a common area (such as a shower or dayroom), 19% in a program service area (such as commissary, kitchen, storage area, laundry, cafeteria, workshop, hallway, classroom, or clinic), and 17% outside of the facility.  A quarter occurred in the victim’s

room, and 16% in a dormitory.

Youth-on-youth incidents were more likely to occur in the victim’s room (37%) or in a common area (32%), compared to staff-on-youth incidents (7% and 13%, respectively). Nearly a third of staff-on-youth incidents occurred outside the facility (31%), and a quarter occurred in a dormitory (24%).

While incidents of sexual violence occurred at all times of the day, the majority occurred between 6 p.m. and midnight (44%) or between noon and 6 p.m. (35%). The most common times for youth-on-youth incidents to occur were between noon and 6 p.m. (37%) and 6 p.m. and midnight (36%), while staff-on-youth incidents were most likely to occur between 6 p.m. and midnight (59%).

In more than two-thirds of the incidents, the victim or another youth reported the incident. Facility staff completed the initial report in about one-third of substantiated incidents.

Juvenile authorities reported that force, threat of force, or pressure was involved in 36% of youth-on-youth incidents.  About the same percentage of incidents (35%) was reported as voluntary. The remainder involved unwanted touching for sexual gratification (32%).

Force or threat of force was more common among male victims (32%) of youth-on-youth sexual violence than among female victims (6%). Victims under age 16 were more likely to have been persuaded or talked into participating in the sexual act (35%) than victims age 16 or older (13%). A third of older victims had been injured, physically forced, held down, or threatened (34%).
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