Introduction to Juvenile Detention:  Roles and Responsibilities

Handout #3

Typical Day in the Life

of a Detention Officer

The following is an example of a Juvenile Detention Officer’s typical day for a person working from 7:00 am - 3:00 pm (other activities/tasks may be required at your detention facility).
I. Arrive 
A. Clock in and report to your assigned unit
B. Exchange information with the person you are relieving
C. Do a physical head count and call in your numbers to the central control area and the shift supervisor
D. Record each juvenile’s behavior

II. Unit Behaviors 
A. Take juveniles to cafeteria for breakfast 
B. Assure all kitchen items are returned 
C. Take juveniles back to the unit 
D. Conduct hygiene (shower, brush teeth, comb hair, etc...)

(Assure that juveniles on suicide watch or room confinement should be monitored at a minimum every 10-15 minutes)

F. Assure that juveniles are given clean clothing 
G. Assure that all rules are upheld
H. Conduct safety and security rounds

III. Juvenile Movement 
A. Throughout the day make sure that juveniles report to school, recreation, court, medical, or other locations as required 
B. Continue to take physical head counts 
C. Continue to monitor juveniles on suicide watch and room confinement 
D. Make sure that all juveniles are provided lunch

IV. Paperwork 
A. Complete paperwork throughout the day (logs on juvenile’s behaviors and other reports)
1

