Diversity and Culture

HANDOUT #7


Thinking About Religious Diversity

	Ways Most Religions are Alike:

· Belief in a deity/ supreme power

· Holy texts/ writings

· Places of worship

· Important people/ spiritual leaders

· Special days

· Symbols

· Code of conduct and ethics

	Ways Most Religions are Different:

· Concepts of sin or evil

· Days and times for worship

· Dietary laws and regulations

· Some have priests or other leaders as intermediaries between the Supreme Being and common people; others do not.


Important Basics about Christianity:

· It is divided among many Protestant denominations, Catholics and Orthodox.

· The various divisions have different rules and customs for dietary laws, holy days, and worship rituals.

· Sunday is the day of weekly worship for most Christians; some worship on Saturday. 

· The cross or crucifix is the most common symbol.

Important Basics about Islam:

· Islam means submission to the will of God.  Muslim is the word for a member of the faith.

· The Arabic word for God is Allah.  Muhammad is the Prophet of God. The Holy Quran is the sacred text.

· Friday is the weekly day for group prayer; Muslims are required to pray 5 times each day at specific times.

· Muslims are forbidden to eat pork or drink alcohol.

· During the holy month of Ramadan, Muslims fast during daylight hours.  

Important Basics about Judaism:

· One word for God is Yahweh.

· The sacred writings are the Torah and Talmud.

· Jews are forbidden to eat pork.

· Holy days, some requiring fasting, are Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Hanukkah, Purim, and Passover.

· The weekly day for worship begins at sundown on Friday and ends at sundown on Saturday.

· Important symbols are the Star of David, the Tablets of the Law, and the Menorah.

Other Religions/Cultures in Ohio:

· Amish

· Bahá’i 

· Buddhism
· Hindu

· Jainism

· Mennonite

· Native American

· Nature-based

· Sikh

· Zoroastrianism

· What others can you think of? ____________________

Items for Dialogue

1. Are there religions in Ohio that you are familiar with?  Which ones?

2. Are there religions in Ohio that you have never heard of?  Which ones?

3. Why would it be important to know something about the religions of your co-workers and the youth that you serve in your facility?

4. Talk about a few of the basics of Judaism, Islam, and Christianity that might affect your work with young people or colleagues.

5. Which religions do you need to learn more about in order to do your best work?  How will you get the information you need?











