The Importance of the Role Model

In Juvenile Detention Facilities

“Being a positive role model is probably the most important responsibility a care worker can undertake.  Modeling good behavior, or setting an example, can affect juveniles in a positive manner more than any other care worker skill.  Included in this activity is setting a positive tone or climate, respecting the juveniles, praising them when appropriate, being consistent and fair, and presenting a generally positive attitude.  Admittedly, this positive, encouraging attitude may be difficult to maintain when working with angry, rebellious juveniles, but it is absolutely necessary.”
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