Criminal Gangs 101

HANDOUT #1


Recognizing Gang Activity

Gang members are often proud to be in the gang.  They use these characteristics to show their affiliation with the gang.  These are signs that can help JCOs recognize gang activity:

· Hand Signs

· Graffiti

· Tattoos

· Side of Body

· Colors

· * Five or Six *

Documenting Tattoos
How to document Tattoos:

· Look at them very carefully

· new tattoos could cover or hide affiliation

· Write detailed description

· Date of tattoo if possible

· Location on body
- Which part of the body
- Which side of the body
· Size

· Prison or Professional?
· Photograph whenever possible
Tracking Graffiti/ Gang Activity

Graffiti Removal

· Recognize that what you see is gang graffiti or might be gang graffiti.

· Record what you see:
- date
- time-
- location
- name of staff/officer who observed graffiti or activity
- photograph, if possible

· Report to your supervisor

· Remove graffiti immediately and impose consequences
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